
LING 253/653 — Syntax I
Fall 2013
T Th 1:00–2:15

Instructor: Raffaella Zanuttini
Office: Dow Hall (370 Temple Street)

Room 209
Office Hours: after class & by appointment
Email: raffaella.zanuttini@yale.edu

TF: Jason Zentz
Office: Dow Hall (370 Temple Street)

Room 210
Office Hours: Mondays 2:00-3:00
Email: jason.zentz@yale.edu

This course is mainly an introduction to syntactic theory: it will introduce you to the questions that
the field asks, the methodology it employs, some of the main generalizations that have been drawn
and results that have been achieved. Secondarily, this course is also an introduction to scientific
theorizing: what it means to construct a scientific theory, how to test it, and how to choose among
competing theories.

The main textbook we will use is:

• Carnie, Andrew. 2013. Syntax: A Generative Introduction. 3rd edition. Wiley-Blackwell.

You might also find this book useful:

• Carnie, Andrew. 2013. The Syntax Workbook: A Companion to Carnie’s Syntax. 3rd edition.
Wiley-Blackwell.

Both the textbook and the workbook will be available at the Yale bookstore (Barnes & Noble). The
library also has an e-book version of the workbook:
http://hdl.handle.net/10079/bibid/11345941

There are several other books that we might draw from during the course of the semester, for
example:

• Chomsky, Noam. 1988. Language and Problems of Knowledge: The Managua Lectures. The
MIT Press.

• Jackendoff, Ray. 1994. Patterns in the Mind. The MIT Press.



• Radford, Andrew. 1988. Transformational Grammar. 2nd edition. CUP.

• Haegeman, Liliane. 1994. Introduction to Government and Binding Theory. 2nd edition.
Blackwell.

• Baker, Mark. 2001. The Atoms of Language: The Mind’s Hidden Rules of Grammar. Basic
Books.

Readings and assignments will be posted on classesv2.yale.edu on a weekly basis.

This course involves

• class attendance and participation;

• weekly problem sets;

• readings from the textbook and occasionally other sources;

• a midterm exam and a final exam;

• a discussion section (on many, but not all weeks). So far we have one set up for Friday
10:30-11:20AM, but we might schedule an additional one if necessary.

The discussion sections are intended to complement what is covered in class, and to provide the
opportunity to ask clarification questions concerning the homework assignments and whatever else
deserves further discussion. (The first one will be on Friday, September 6th.)

Problem sets will be assigned most weeks, and will be due on Tuesday. Please hand in a hard copy
at the beginning of class. The assignments will be corrected and graded, and the lowest grade of
the semester will be dropped. In general, late problem sets will not be accepted, except by e-mailed
permission of the instructor requested before the due date. We encourage group work, but you must
turn in your own copy.

The midterm and final will be in-class exams, with problems that resemble the ones you have in
your weekly problem sets. If you do well on the problem sets, you should have no problem with the
midterm or final. (For those of you who might be interested in an alternative to an in-class final
exam: you can opt to write a short research paper, chosen in consultation with the instructor.) The
final exam will be held on Thursday, December 12, at 2PM.

Grades will be determined according to the following percentages:

Class attendance and participation 10%
Weekly problem sets: 30%

Midterm exam: 30%
Final exam: 30%



Course Policies

• Cell phone use is prohibited and will not be tolerated in class and during section.

• Laptop use is not permitted in class.

• We strongly prefer typed homework, and are happy to give you instructions on which software
to use to draw phrase structure trees.

• We strongly encourage you to attend the weekly discussion sections, but attendance is not
mandatory.

• It is essential that you acknowledge your sources, both in your writing and in your oral
presentations. This is for several reasons (from the Princeton website on academic integrity:
http://www.princeton.edu/pr/pub/integrity/pages/sources):

– To distinguish your own work from that of your sources.

– To receive credit for the research you’ve done.

– To establish the credibility and authority of your knowledge and ideas.

– To place your own ideas in context, locating your work in the larger intellectual conver-
sation about your topic.

– To permit your reader to pursue your topic further by reading more about it.

– To permit your reader to check on your use of source material.

Course Outline

1. Foundational issues: The basic questions of the science of language. The logical problem
of language acquisition. The language faculty as a biological endowment. The notion of
category.

2. Parts of speech: How do we identify the different parts of speech. Lexical versus func-
tional categories. Subcategories.

3. The building blocks of phrase structure: Evidence for hierarchical structure: Con-
stituency tests. Representing a constituent.

4. Structural relations: precedence and dominance. The notion of c-command. Negative
polarity items.

5. Binding Theory: The notion of syntactic antecedent. Locality conditions. The distribu-
tion of anaphors, pronouns and referring expressions.

6. X-bar Theory: From Phrase-Structure Rules to X-bar Theory. Complements, adjuncts
and specifiers. Lexical versus functional categories. DP, TP, CP

7. Argument structure: Predicates and arguments. Theta roles. The special nature of the
subject position.

8. Types of syntactic movement: head movement. Verb movement in French and Irish.
Verb movement in interrogatives clauses. Do-support in English.



9. Types of syntactic movement: DP movement. Passive. Raising. Unaccusatives

10. Types of syntactic movement: WH-movement. Movement of wh elements as (a) un-
bounded, and (b) subject to locality constraints. The Minimal Link Condition (MLC).
WH-in-situ

11. A Unified Theory of Movement. Move alpha. Scope, covert movement and MLC. Cross-
linguistic variation

Please note:
There will be no class on Thursday, October 17th. We will likely have a make-up class during
Reading Week.


